
Gratulatio – Mary Brown

Cui donamus hanc gratulationem modo expolitam meritamque magnopere? Maria Fulva, tibi. 
Nam tu solebas1 multos per annos nos omnes, fovere, firmare, fulcire, tanquam suos parens 
liberos.

Ex urbe unde turma Aquilarum in via ad victoriam volaverunt2 orta est, velut Romulus et Remus, 
gemino partu. Postquam gradus et Baccalaureae et Magistrae Artium apud eandem universitatem 
ac Papa Leo XIV adepta est3, diutissime erudiebat Latine multos discipulos multarum aetatum, a 
puerilibus usque ad iuvenes. Tandem ascendit Collem4 Accipitrum5 quo in loco studium 
Latinitatis concitat et loquendo et legendo et scribendo.  Non solum est Maria magistra, sed 
etiam diurnaria actorum classicorum et poeta fabulae de Apollonio Rege Tyri, doctae, laboriosae6

, in sermonem Anglicum conversae.  Dum fervet hoc opus,7 Societati Classicae in urbe propter 
tintinabulum fissum ingens nota iam diu praesidet. Qualis exercet sub sole labor!8

Sed id quod est maximi momenti - hodie celebramus, hodie gratulamur, hodie semperque 
gratiam maximam debemus nostrae sodalitatis duci. Quibus de causis? Opera eius comitia et 
concilia magistratuum et commercium epistularum habentur, opera eius conventus componuntur, 
opera eius societas nostra divulgatur, opera eius cautio indemnitatis tenetur, opera eius pacis mos 
imponitur.9  Scilicet plurima alia officia nequimus silentio praeterire quibus perfungitur maxima 
cum benignitate, patientia, diligentia.

Fama rerum gestarum mirabilissimarum plus uno maneat perennis saeclo.10  Gratias igitur 
agamus identidem Mariae Fulvae.

To whom do we render this expression of gratitude, just polished and richly deserved? To you, 
Mary Brown.  For you have soothed, strengthened and supported us, just a parent does for their 
children, for many years.

She was born in Philadelphia, as a twin, just like Romulus and Remus. After she attained both 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees at the same university as Pope Leo XIV – Villanova, she has 
passed on that erudition in Latin to many students over a wide range of ages, from small children 
through young adults. As the capstone to her long career, she has ascended to Saint Joseph’s 
University, where she galvanizes enthusiasm for Latin by speaking, reading and writing.  Not 
only is she a teacher, but she is also a journalist, publishing articles about classics, and she has 
authored a play – requiring great scholarship and effort – about Apollonius King of Tyre, which 

1 Catullus 1.1-3
2 The Philadelphia Eagles won Superbowl LIX in 2025. The Eagles fight song commences, “Fly, Eagles, fly on the 
road to victory.”
3 Robert Prevost – B.S.Villanova University, class of ‘77
4 Vergil, Aeneid 1.419
5 Hawk Hill – home of Saint Joseph’s University
6 Cat. 1, 7
7 Verg. Aen. 1.436
8 ibid. 1.430-1
9 Ibid VI.852
10 Cat. 1.10



she has translated into English. While this work proceeds at a feverish pace, she is the long-time 
president of the Philadelphia Classical Society.  Such industry keeps her busy as a bee all day 
long.

But what is most important is that today we celebrate, today we congratulate, today and always 
we owe a debt of gratitude to the Executive Director of our association.  For what reasons? 
Thanks to her, elections, meetings of officers, and correspondence are conducted.  Thanks to her, 
conventions are arranged.  Thanks to her, word gets out about our association.  Thanks to her, 
insurance is maintained. Thanks to her, the practice of peace is set in place. Of course, we cannot 
pass over without mention the many, many other functions she accomplishes with the utmost 
kindness, patience, and diligence.  

May the renown for all her most wonderful achievements last long for many years to come. 
Therefore, let us give thanks - over and over again - to Mary Brown.

Faye Bakovsky


