
Ovatio: Denise Flood-Doyle

Denisam laudemus Diluviem nomine, sed benignitate in alios abundantem, gratia in collegas, 
humanitate in omnes. ‘Denisam Denisam’ canamus,1 Denisam maximis obruamus undis 
admirationis, Denisam ita celebremus ut hymnorum mersa fluminibus festorum vix in aestu 
fluitet elogiorum. In eius studiis veritatem libavit Veritasque eam liberavit.2 Universitatibus 
exorta primum Hopkinsiensi, deinde Fordhamensi, iamdudum nostra Denisa illucescit Latinarum 
magistra litterarum. Nam multos annos in regione ad occidentem castrorum, non longe a flumine 
Henrici docuit. Inter res permultas gestas orbe terrarum pestilentia perniciosa adflictato, 
curriculum Latinum confirmavit tantum ut sigillum linguarum duarum—praemium virtuti 
discipulorum—valde dignum sapientiae et doctrinae3 constituerit. Quod praecipue in rem ordini 
nostrae, diligenter per omnis honorum gradus processit, primum rectrix Novi Eborici profuerat, 
tum legatus praeclarissimae societati ad linguas docendas discendasque. Deinde officiis alteris 
ministratis, summum honorem attigit, beneficium quod pulchre probeque curavit.

Crescimus et exsultamus quotiens ex iis quae agit intellegimus quantum se ipsa, nam turbam 
olim reliquerat, superiecerit.4 Quam doctissima in Vergilium admirando Senecaeque favendo tam 
ingeniosissima per citharam vocemque resonantem, tamque in curando liberos et opera et 
disciplinam studiosissima constansque. Quid multa? Plaudamus igitur Denise Flood-Doyle.

Let us praise Denise - Flood by name, but overflowing in kindness to others, good grace to her 
colleagues, kind generosity to all. Let us sing ‘Denise, Denise!’; let us inundate her with the 
greatest waves of adulation, let us celebrate Denise such that, immersed in streams of happy 
songs, she scarcely stays afloat in the eulogistic tide. A product of Johns Hopkins University, and 
then Fordham University, our Denise has long shown brilliance as a teacher of Latin. For she 
taught at schools and colleges in Westchester County, NY, noted especially for her years of 
service to Bronxville High School and the wider school district. Amongst a veritable host of 
accomplishments, her spearheading of the Seal of Biliteracy program in the adverse conditions of 
the pandemic stands out, a testament both to her own leadership abilities and the sense of 
responsibility and love of learning she inculcates in her students. She is especially dear to our 
organization for her diligent progression through the leadership ranks, first as regional director 
for New York and ACTFL delegate, then second vice president, first vice president, and 
finally—the highest honor—as president, a position she served with care and valor.

We grow and rejoice whenever we understand, from the things she accomplishes, how much she 
has outdone herself (for she left behind the masses a long time ago). As learned as she is in her 

1 Cf. Randy and the Rainbows, ‘Denise’ 1963; Blondie, ‘Denis’ 1978.
2 Veritas vos liberabit, Latin motto of Johns Hopkins University.
3 Sapientia et doctrina, Latin motto of Fordham University.
4 Adapted from Seneca the Younger, Epistulae 34.1.



appreciation for Vergil and Seneca, she is equally talented in playing the guitar and singing, and 
the epitome of devotion in caring for her children, her work, and her discipline. In short, let us 
praise Denise Flood-Doyle.
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