Ovatio: W. Gerald Heverly

Quam diu fuerit ullus litteris honor, quam diu steterit aut Latinae linguae potentia aut Graecae
gratia,! socium huius ordinis egregium celebremus. Adeptus gradum Baccalaureae Artis apud
universitatem petentem meliorem vitam facere,? deinde attinuit duo gradus Magistri, alterum in
Philosophia apud universitatem velut arbor aevo,* alterum in cultu curaque librorum apud
universitatem in urbe chalybeia. Scriniis ministratis multos annos apud universitatem quae
perstat praestatque,* in urbe quae numquam dormit, attigit etiam gradum Doctoris Philosophiae
apud priorem universitatem, quae veritatem virtutemque promovet.> Ordini nostrae quindecim
annos munere functus tabularius. Annales nobis curavit, memoriam servare studuit, negotio suo
assidue animadvertit. Qui philosophiam complectitur matrem omnium,® carminibus Graecorum
epicis maxime favit favetque. Ei exortam semper florentis Homeri commemoramus speciem’
monuisse ne litterarum classicarum studium neglegeret. Feliciter monitum non neglexit.® Neget
quis laudes huic auctori librorumque curatori nostroque praecipue amico? Plaudamus igitur W.
Gerald Heverly.

As long as letters have any honor, as long as the power of Latin and the grace of Greek remain
strong, let us celebrate a distinguished contributor to our organization. After receiving his BA
degree at Penn State University, he then earned two Master’s degrees, an MA in Philosophy at
the University of Toronto and an MLS at the University of Pittsburgh. While serving as Classics
librarian at New York University, a post he has held for two decades, he earned a PhD from Pitt.
For fifteen years, he served our organization as archivist. He looked after our records, took pains
to preserve institutional memory, and attended to his work with diligence. He has a great
appreciation for philosophy and remains especially inclined towards Greek epic. We recall that
the ghost of ever-flourishing Homer appeared before him and warned him not to disregard the
passion he holds for our discipline. Fortunately, he did not disregard the warning. Who would
deny praise to this author, librarian, and (most importantly) dear friend to CAAS? Let us
therefore applaud W. Gerald Heverly.
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! Seneca, Consolatio ad Polybium 2.6.

2 “Making Life Better,” motto of Penn State University.

3 Velut arbor aevo, motto of the University of Toronto.

* Perstare et praestare, motto of New York University.

> Veritas et Virtus, motto of the University of Pittsburgh.

® Cicero, Brutus 93.322.

7 Lucretius, De rerum natura 1.124-5.

8 Doctoral dissertation: Neglected Warnings in the lliad: A Study in Characterization (2013).



